
“Sustaining Our Faith” 

Devotional Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11   Background Scripture: Jude 
 

Jude 17–25 (NIV) 
17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said to you, “In 

the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” 19 These are the people 

who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. 
20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 

keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal 

life. 
22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, 

mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh. 
24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without 

fault and with great joy—25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

 

 

LESSON AIMS 

• Learning Fact: To understand Jude’s warnings about perilous times of the Christian faith. 

• Biblical Principle: To recognize and identify the dangers. 

• Daily Application: To be secure in God’s love and show love and mercy to others. 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Anxious Times 

We live in anxious times. Many believers live with doubt. Many often feel like people are mocking their 

faith from both inside and outside the church. Historic beliefs are under attack. The gospel itself is under 

attack. Skeptics deny the resurrection of Jesus from the dead and His ultimate return. Within the church, 

abuse and immorality are becoming more known. Some leaders have destroyed their congregations 

through their own ambition and pride. Social media and newspapers are filled with these kinds of stories. 

The church has lost its moral credibility and its authority to speak the truth in the eyes of many people. 

While the church and its ministers at one time were ranked high in trustworthiness, that ranking has fallen 

over the past 30 years. These are perilous times for the Christian faith. 

 

LESSON CONTEXT 

Jude is a brief letter, and it reflects a perilous time similar to our circumstances. Some ambitious and 

prideful people had attached themselves to congregations, presented themselves as leaders, and practiced 

an immoral lifestyle. Jude calls them “ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for 

immorality” (Jude 4). These intruders exploited their welcome by promoting immorality (v. 4). They 

mocked the judgment of God and behaved as if God would not hold them accountable for their actions and 

immoral ethics. They despised authority, spoke evil of others, and sought wealth in their greed (vs. 8, 

11). Jude called them “blemishes at your love feasts” who had nothing true or valuable to offer; they were 

like clouds “without rain” and fruitless trees (v. 12). They followed “their own evil desires,” and though 

they influenced many, their words were filled with their own ambition (v. 16). This was a dangerous time 

for the churches, and Jude addresses the situation directly with both warning and hope. 

Jude, the author of this letter, was the brother of James, and James was one of the elders and leaders of 

the church in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; Galatians 1:19; 2:9). Since James was a brother of 

Jesus, this means Jude was as well. Though both opposed Jesus during His ministry before His death, both 

became committed believers after the resurrection of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:7; Jude 1). 

What we know as the book of Jude was probably a sermon that circulated among several congregations 

as an open letter. Jude addressed a number of congregations at one time, and they were all endangered 

by ungodly intruders and leaders. Jude clearly stated his main interest. He encouraged believers to 



“contend for the faith” that had been delivered to them (Jude 3). He identified the troublemakers, warned 

that their destiny is the same as that of Sodom and Gomorrah (v. 7) and the devil (v. 9), and promised 

God would execute judgment against the “ungodly” for their “ungodly acts” (v. 15). 

But what are believers to do? How do they “contend for the faith” (Jude 3)? How do believers live out 

their faith in such perilous times? Jude ends his letter with a call to persevere in the faith. That call is our 

lesson text. 

 

Remembrance: Jude 17–19 

Jude addressed his beloved readers and gave them three instructions to follow if they would stand firm 

and resist the apostates:  

 

Remember who gave the Word (v. 17). 

Remember what they said (v. 18).  

Remember why they said it (v. 19).  

Let’s begin with v. 17, Remember! That is the main point (compare Jude 5). After describing the 

characteristics of these false leaders and the judgment that awaits them, Jude reminded his readers that 

this was not unexpected. The apostles warned about the rise of ungodly people who would disturb the 

church and seek to gain their own followers. While our Lord had many disciples, He selected only a few to 

be apostles. The word means “one who is sent with a commission.” In order to qualify, a believer had to 

be a witness of the resurrection of Christ (Acts 1:21-22; 1 Cor. 9:1). The Apostles lived with Christ during 

His ministry, learned from Him, and were sent by Him into all the world to carry the Good News of 

salvation. 

Wherever there is the authentic, the counterfeit will appear; this happened in the early church. False 

apostles and teachers began to appear, and it was necessary to develop a system to protect the church 

against false prophecies and forged letters to contend (fight for) “the faith” (Jude 3). One of the main 

tests in the early church was, “Is this what the Apostles taught?” When the church assembled the New 

Testament books, it was required that each book be written either by an apostle or by someone closely 

associated with an apostle. Apostolic teaching was, and still is, the test of truth. 

Jude mentioned the words that were “foretold” by the Apostles, because originally there were no New 

Testament epistles. Over the years, inspired letters were written by Paul, Peter, and John; we have these 

letters in our New Testament. We also have a record of some of their sermons in the Book of Acts. We no 

longer depend on tradition since we have the completed Scriptures, both the Old Testament and the New. 

Whenever somebody offers you a “new revelation,” test it by what the Apostles wrote and by what Jesus 

Christ taught. You will soon discover that the "revelation" is a lie. 

For example, the apostle Paul warned the elders of the church at Ephesus that wolves would arise from 

among their own leadership (Acts 20:29). Consequently, the situation should not have surprised them. 

The apostles told them it was going to happen. 

By reminding them of this apostolic warning, Jude highlighted the importance of the apostolic voice in 

the early church. The apostolic word, or teaching, both guides and warns the church. Their teaching, along 

with the prophets, is the church’s foundation, with Jesus Christ as the cornerstone (Eph. 2:20). Jesus sent 

the apostles with His authority, and the apostles spoke for Jesus. 

1. How did Jude warn the believers about false teachers creeping into the church? (Jude 17) 

 

What did the apostles say to the church? They prophesied that, in these last days, scoffers would come 

who would deny the Word of God. Jude echoed what Peter had written (2 Peter 3:3ff), but Paul and John 

also warned their readers about the apostates (1 Tim. 4; 2 Tim. 3; 1 John 2:18; 4:1-6). When a warning 

is given so many times, it behooves us to take it seriously! 

 

  The phrase “follow their own ungodly desires” appears in 2 Peter 3:3 and Jude 16 and 18, and it explains 

why the apostates deny God’s truth: they do not want God to tell them how to live. They want to satisfy 



their own sinful desires, and the Word of God condemns their selfish way of life. When a person says, “I 

have intellectual problems with the Bible,” he probably has moral problems because the Bible contradicts 

what he is doing. The only sure way to know the truth of the Bible is by obeying it (John 7:17). 

 

  Before Satan can substitute his own lies, he must get rid of the truth of God’s Word. If he cannot argue it 

away, he will laugh it away, and he can usually find somebody to laugh with him. 

2. What did the apostles teach? (v. 18) 
 

What Do You Think? 

  When have you needed to resist someone trying to manipulate faith for selfish gains? 

Digging Deeper 

  What steps do you take to guard against any impure motives in your own faith walk? 

 

Jude (as well as the apostles) described these ungodly people by their works or their effect on the 

congregation. They created divisions as they separated themselves and created their own followers.  

The false teachers want to divide the church and lead people out of the true fellowship into their false 

fellowship. “Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away 

disciples after them” (Acts 20:30). Their appeal is usually, “We have a deeper knowledge of the Word that 

your church doesn’t have! We have a better understanding of prophecy, or of the Christian life, than you 

do.” They offer a “higher quality” religion than that of the apostles. 

Not only do false teachers divide the church, but they also deceive the church, because they have 

“natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.” 

 The word natural means the opposite of “spiritual.” This is the way Paul used it in 1 Corinthians 2:14-

16. They lacked the fruit of the Spirit. There was no evidence of the Spirit in their lives.  

3. How were these ungodly people described? (v. 19) 

What Do You Think? 

  What characteristics suggest that a person does not have the Spirit?  

Digging Deeper 

What other verses caution you about declaring this or that person not to have the Spirit? 
 

Perseverance: Jude 20–23 

Jude contrasted his readers with these ungodly mockers. While the ungodly mock the faith, believers 

build their lives on the faith. The Christian life must never stand still; if it does, it will go backward. A 

house left to itself falls apart. The apostates are in the business of tearing down, but each Christian must 

be involved in building up—first, his own spiritual life and then his local assembly.  

In the Greek text, the main verb—and the imperative or command—is keep yourselves in God’s love 

(Jude 21). This was a call to action. Jude thought believers ought to respond to perilous times by 

persevering in God’s love. As dangers mounted and seemed to overwhelm, believers need to continually 

ground themselves in God’s love. Jude called believers to pursue godly living by remembering that they 

were loved. 

But what does that look like? Jude gave his readers three cues: (1) by building on the most holy faith, 

(2) by praying in the Spirit, and (3) by looking forward to the mercy of Jesus. These three cues were 

means of grace or spiritual practices that could sustain faith during perilous times Jude’s readers endured. 

First, they can build on the foundation of faith. The faith for which the Christian community was to 

contend (Jude 3) is also the foundation for remaining in the love of God. This faith refers to the work of 

God in Jesus by the Spirit to redeem and save the world from its ungodly lusts and practices. It is the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. Believers build on an authentic foundation secured by the love of God, the grace of 



Jesus, and the communion of the Holy Spirit rather than one imagined by the mockers who stirred up 

trouble among the churches. 

Second, they should pray in the Spirit. This includes two important points. On the one hand, Jude 

thought prayer was a necessary response to perilous times. Prayer calls upon God to act and deliver. On 

the other hand, prayer was not simply wishful thinking but addressing God in the Spirit. To pray in the 

Spirit is probably a rather broad idea that includes almost anything that could be said about prayer. The 

full meaning of prayer includes not only the work of the Spirit in hearts but also the function of the Spirit 

in communicating the prayers. We pray in the Spirit when we pray in accordance with God’s agenda, pray 

out of a heart sanctified by the Spirit, and pray by the power of the Spirit who unites us with God’s own 

heart (compare Romans 8:26; 1 Corinthians 14:15). 

Third, they should trust in the mercy of God. The faithful looked forward to the day when the fullness of 

God’s mercy will be poured out on believers to usher them into eternal life with God. The second coming 

of Christ, though it involves judgment for the ungodly, is mercy for believers who build their lives on the 

most holy faith and pray in the Spirit. 

Importantly, these verses refer to the God who is Father, Son, and Spirit. Jude recognized the Triune 

God by naming the love of God, the mercy of Jesus Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit.  

4. What call to action did Jude give? (vs. 20–21) 

What Do You Think? 

What do you do to keep yourself in God’s love? 

Digging Deeper 

What encouragement do you find regarding the fruit of imperfect effort in this endeavor? 

 

Jude instructed his readers to exercise discernment and to act on the basis of that discernment. He 

described three different kinds of people who need spiritual help:  

The doubting (v. 22).  

The burning (v. 23a). 

The dangerous (v. 23b).  

 

(v. 22, the doubting). These are the people who are wavering. They are probably the “unstable souls” 

Peter wrote about (2 Peter 2:14). These people are converted, but they are not grounded in the faith. Our 

responsibility is to have mercy on them, or show compassion toward them, by seeking to lead them away 

from the influences of the apostates. This kind of ministry demands a great deal of love and patience, and 

we must keep in mind that immature believers are like little children who think they know right from 

wrong. If you say no to them, they will only rebel and become more stubborn! 

One of the best ways to draw them away from the false teachers is to magnify all that they have in 

Christ and to share His love for them in practical ways. Make their salvation so wonderful and the Word so 

exciting that they will lose interest in the teachings of the apostates. It is not enough merely to refute the 

false doctrines. There must also be a warmth of love that assures the young believer, “We care for you.” 

(v. 23a, the burning). Apparently these are the people who have left the fellowship and are now a part of 

the apostate group. They need to be snatched out of the fire! The angels took Lot by the hand and pulled 

him out of Sodom (Gen. 19:16), and sometimes that must be done in order to rescue ignorant and 

unstable believers from the clutches of false teachers.  

(v. 23b, the dangerous). The phrase with fear means “with caution.” In trying to help those who have 

erred, we must be careful not to be trapped ourselves! Many a would-be rescuer has been drowned 

himself. When an unstable believer has been captured by false doctrine, we must be very careful as we try 

to help him, for Satan can use him to defile us. In trying to save him, we may be stained or burned 

ourselves! 

5. What should be the attitude of the growing Christian toward those who are being influenced 

by the apostates? (vs. 22–23) 



Praise God: Jude 24–25 

In closing Jude gives one of the most balanced and beautiful benedictions in the New Testament. It is a 

doxology, a praise to God. The doxology first identified what God is doing for us (Jude 24), and then it 

attributed to God what rightfully belongs to Him (v. 25). 

While Jude stressed that believers are responsible for keeping themselves in the love of God, he also 

made it clear that it is God who empowers our perseverance in that love (Jude 1, 24). God keeps us, while 

believers are also accountable for their own faith as well. Ultimately, believers do not save themselves, 

nor do they generate their own assurance. Rather, God acts to keep us and causes us to stand in His 

presence without blemish. It is God’s loving mercy through Jesus Christ in the power of the Spirit that 

redeems us and gives us a righteous and holy standing before the Triune God. 

6. In what way was Jude’s doxology encouraging? (vs. 24-25) 

What Do You Think? 

  What practice could you begin or deepen to be more aware of God’s helping you to stand faultless before 

Him? 

Digging Deeper 

  How can this practice nurture the joy of being in God’s presence? 

 

Because of God’s gracious mercy, we see in v. 25 that Jude praised God’s glory, majesty, power, and 

authority. These characteristics or attributes describe God’s relationship to the world and God’s own 

capacity both to keep us from falling and present us without blemish. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The Love of God and Loving Others 

We live in perilous times, much like the church at the time when Jude was written. So we should 

recognize and identify the dangers. The church is called to exercise healthy discernment and heed the 

warnings of the apostles. We ignore them at our own peril. 

At the same time, the church does not live in fear but in confidence. We root ourselves in God’s love for 

us, and we pour that same love on those who have been damaged by these perilous times. We confidently 

live within the love of God as God’s beloved, and we mercifully show that love to others in our community. 

Our response to this divine grace is deep joy and gratitude. 

While we practice discernment and contend for the faith, we also show God’s mercy to others as we 

minister to those who doubt, those ensnared in the fire, and those who have soiled their garments. 

Secured in the love of God by the foundation laid down by apostolic teaching, praying in the Spirit, and 

looking forward to the mercy of Christ’s second coming, we help others and show them the love with 

which God has loved us. 
 

PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, keep us secure in Your love and enable us to show mercy to others in need of Your 

love. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

THOUGHT TO REMEMBER 

Secure in God’s love, we are able to love others. 
 

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON  

Next week’s lesson is “Testing Our Faith” and asks us to submit to self-examination to determine if we 

are “in the faith.” Study 2 Corinthians 13:5-11. 
 

 

 


